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Career Options for Physicists 

ATTENTION PHYSICS STUDENTS: 


Q: What can you do with a physics degree? 
A: Get a PhD and become a physic~ professor OR ... 

What comes after the "or" is not widely known in many physics departments, 

even though data show that only about a third of physics bachelor's degree 

recipients·enroll in a physics or astronomy graduate program within one year 

••
••
••
••
••
• 

of graduating. People with undergraduate degrees in physics pursue a variety 

of fascinating, fulfilling, and well-paying careers. This is evidenced by decades 

of data collected by the Statistics Research Center at the American Institute of 

• 	 Physics. Illustrated below are the common paths of physics bachelor's 

recipients based on the most recent data. Unless otherwise indi•••••• 
cated, all data are for graduates of US physics programs who 

remain in the United States . 
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